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reference to the papal curia or such notorious abuse of secular
power as to excite the interest of chroniclers; and of these
elections, eighteen resulted in the appointment of a bishop
who had not been a curtails. The minority so elected were
monks or learned seculars, officially connected with their
respective cathedral chapters, monastic or secular. In other
words there is no evidence, and little reason to suspect, that
external persuasions had brought about their election. But
of the larger proportion of bishops who remain, adminis-
trators, magnates, scholars, there is either direct evidence
to show that pope, king, magnates, bishops, or metropolitan
influenced the will of the cathedral clergy in their election,
or such influence can be inferred, very tentatively, from
knowledge of their personal connexions.
This general statement can be further analysed with
particular reference to the evidence it embodies:
L Influence of Papacy;  and Legatine Influence during the
Minority.
Twenty-five disputed elections were referred to the
Papacy,1 besides simple postulations confirmed as a matter
of course. Of these, seven fell within the cognizance of
the Pope in times of abnormal political conditions,* and
were dealt with accordingly.
To understand papal influence from 1215 to 1224, the
political situation in general and the problem of filling up
the vacant sees in particular must always be borne in
mind. After John's submission to Innocent III in 1213,
and still more after his death in 1216, the question of the
personnel of the English episcopate was one of supreme
political importance. The safety of Henry III depended
on the support of his bishops.
Innocent IIFs attitude towards the particular problem
1 York (1215), Hereford (1216), Durham (1*14-17), Carlisle (1217), Ely
(12x7-19), Coventry and Lichfield (1223-4), Durham (1226-8), Canterbury
(1228 : 1232), Norwich (1236), Rochester (1235-8), Durham (1237-41), Win-
chester (1238-44), Bath and Wells (1243-4), Canterbury (1241-3), Coventry
and Lichfield (1241-5), Chichester (1244-5), York (1255), Ely (1256-7), Car-
lisle (1257-8), Winchester (1250-62, 1264-5,1268), York (1265-6),Canterbury
(1272).
* York, Hereford, Durham, Carlisle, Ely (1215) 5 Winchester (1268); York
(1265-6),

